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‘Komal Gandhar’ performed in World Dance Festival

Komal Gandhar, a cultural wing of Durbar performed in the World Dance Day Festival, which was held in Rabindra Sadan, Kolkata on 28th April 2011 organized by West Bengal Dance Group Federation.  After audition for the final performance in World Dance Festival, Kamal Gandhar was selected among 45 professional groups. The dance performances of Komal Gandhar were enjoyed by the crowd. 

Durbar came up with an initiative to strengthen unorganized sector

Durbar Mahila Samanwaya Committee along with other organizations associated in the unorganized labour sector has formed a state level forum for the unorganized labours to strengthen the movement of unorganized labours who constitute 92% of Indian labour forum. In this regard Durbar organized a meeting on 29th April to develop a strategy for the unorganized sector. Around 20 representatives from labour unions, civil society organizations named the network as ‘Workers Forum West Bengal’.  Durbar also created a google group for this network. The group id is workersforum-wb@googlegroups.com.

 Signature Campaign

As mentioned in our earlier bulleting DMSC constituted  6 teams who moved throughout the state of West Bengal in reaching out to aspirant candidate for the assembly election held in the month of April- May 2011 to collect their signature in support of the charter of demands consists of:  

I. To repeal ITPA

II. To recognize sex work as a work

III. Recognition of Self Regulatory Board.

We could meet 450 candidates representing major political parties which include ruling parties and main opposition e.g., Trinomul Congress. Out of 451 candidates we got signatures of 286 candidates i.e., 63.41% candidates support our demands.
Dream Building Workshop
The probability of remaining poor over a period of five years is about 35% in India and Bangladesh. It is assumed that the underlying reasons behind their perpetual state of poverty is neither the financial aids nor the institutional strengthening can alone alleviate poverty. There are some factors within the individual which has hindered their ability to aspire and overcome poverty. 

Durbar, in association with Warwick University organized a two month long workshop to motivate and boost up the aspiration level of 40 selected sex workers i.e., as a pilot project. The workshop is aimed to build the self esteem and self confidence of the sex workers through a uniquely designed program called  “ Dream Building Workshop “Before initiating the program, base line survey was undertaken to measure the level of self esteem, aspiration, dream of these individuals. After completion of this workshop survey will be conducted to see any change in their self esteem and aspiration.

A report on a visit on American Universities
As mentioned in our earlier bulletin that Dr. Jana and Ms. Bharati Dey of Durbar Mahila Samanwaya Committee visited USA from 13th April to 21st April 2011 to deliver few lecture in various universities in USA. Those who are interested we can share their power point presentation delivered in the following places:

· At UPenn University

· At Law School, Cornell University

· At School of Public Health (UCLA)

· Law School (UCLA)

On 14th April, 2011 Dr. Smarajit Jana Chief Advisor and Principal of Sonagachi Research and Training Institute presented a lecture on ‘The Political economy of Sex workers Cooperative’ at University of Pennsylvania. Again Ms. Bharati Dey, the Secretary of DMSC delivered another speech on ‘An introduction to DMSC – A collective of and by the sex workers for the sex workers’ at the same University
On 18th April, 2011 the topic of discussion of Dr. Jana was ‘Mainstreaming Sex Workers Rights’ at Cornel Law School, USA
On 20th and 21st April, 2011 Dr. Jana, delivered speeches on ‘Inclusive development of and by the sex workers community’ and ‘Creating Space for legal change -An exploratory journey of DMSC’ respectively at UCLA
